
 
 

 

October 26, 2020 

 

 

The Honorable Chad F. Wolf 

Acting Secretary of Homeland Security 

United States Department of Homeland Security 

245 Murray Lane, S.W. 

Washington, DC 20528 

 

The Honorable Tony Pham 

Acting Director 

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 

20 Massachusetts Avenue, 4th floor 

Washington, D.C. 20529 

 

Dear Acting Secretary Wolf and Acting Director Pham, 

 

We write to express our deep concern about the treatment of detainees and the conditions at 

Adelanto ICE Processing Center in Adelanto, California. During this public health emergency, 

the confined nature of detention facilities may violate federal health recommendations and poses 

extraordinary risks for detainees as well as staff. Further, the spread of COVID-19 in detention 

centers poses a grave risk to the general public. In August, the American Civil Liberties Union 

(ACLU) Foundation of Southern California filed a motion in U.S. District Court alleging that 

1,900 COVID-19 test kits were sent to the Adelanto facility and officials refused to allow the 

vast majority of the kits to be used. Following this, an outbreak was reported at the facility and 

39 detainees tested positive for the coronavirus. The numbers are growing, and as of October 9th, 

147 detainees tested positive for coronavirus, as well as 31 staff members. Over a dozen 

detainees have been hospitalized due to COVID019 relation reasons. This outbreak is the largest 

among detention centers in the US. 

 

In light of these incidents, we urge you to immediately release detainees held at the Adelanto 

facility to their families, maintaining safeguards consistent with public health guidelines.  

 

Further, numerous reports indicate excessive use of the highly concentrated disinfectant HQD 

Neutral. As reported in the Los Angeles Times, detainees have complained that “Adelanto facility 

employees are using a hazardous disinfectant spray about every 20 minutes in poorly ventilated 

areas, causing nose bleeds, burning eyes, nausea and headaches.” HDQ Neutral is designed to be 

used in well-ventilated area and the product should not be inhaled. However, multiple accounts 

from detainees at the Adelanto facility have asserted that staff have violated these guidelines and 

put detainees’ health at risk.  

 



Unfortunately, these incidents at the Adelanto facility seem part of pattern of poor public health 

protections at ICE facilities across the country. Failure to observe public health protocols created 

the conditions that made the Adelanto facility ripe for an outbreak. By endangering the lives of 

detainees, ICE also puts our communities at risk during this pandemic.  

 

We call for the immediate closure of the Adelanto ICE Processing Center, and the release of 

these detainees. We also call for an immediate halt to the expansion of any other immigration 

detention facilities.  

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to your prompt response. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

________________________ 

Alan Lowenthal 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

 

 

 

Juan Vargas    Barbara Lee   Tony Cárdenas  
MEMBER OF CONGRESS   MEMBER OF CONGRESS  MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

 

 

Eleanor Holmes Norton  Judy Chu   Brad Sherman 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS   MEMBER OF CONGRESS  MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

 

 

Mark DeSaulnier    J. Luis Correa    Jesús G. “Chuy” García 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS   MEMBER OF CONGRESS  MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

 

 

Nydia M. Velázquez    Norma J. Torres   Adam B. Schiff 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS   MEMBER OF CONGRESS  MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

 

 

Rashida Tlaib 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS    
 


